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 DECEMBER 15 HOLIDAY PARTY 
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Above: Hands-On forging at 

the Conference, learning how 

to forge weld using various 

methods learned from Bob 

Patrick. 

Below: Some music from (left 

to right) Bob Temple, Bob 

Patrick, Jason Nass, and 

Marc Yanko at the end of  a 

day at the Conference. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Committees 

 

Membership: 

Ralph Neumeister 

Bruce Woodward 

Frank Strock 

 

Scholarship: 

Bob Temple 

Roy Troutman 

Lou Molvin 

 

Workshops: 

Ken Tucker 

Roy Troutman 

Rocky Whitfield 

Bob Temple 

 

Website: 

Jason Nass 

me@wargoth.com 

 

Sunshine: 

Art Wolfe 

 

Library: 

Bob Brown 

 

Stores: 

Mark Millhoff 
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Ken Tucker 

Youngstown, Ohio 

330-792-9722  

 

Bruce Woodward          

Madison, Ohio   

 440-428-0822 

Woodwardiron1 

@roadrunner.com 

Roy Troutman 

Streetsboro, Ohio 

330-678-2013 

 

Linda Woodward 

Madison, Ohio  

440-428-0822 

Woodwardla@hiram.edu 
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Board Members  

 

Art Wolfe 

Chesterland, Ohio      

440-729-0777  

artjudywolfe@sbcglobal.net 

 

Bob Temple  

2013 

Bristolville, Ohio       

330-889-3952   

Drbobcatt@netscape.net 

 

Marc Yanko 

2012 

Chardon, Ohio 

440-286-6059 

mwyanko@hotmail.com 

 

Rocky Whitfield 

2012 

North Lima, Ohio 

330-549-3055 

 

Gary Barnhart 

2013 

Southington, Ohio 

330-898-8171 

gbarnhart2@neo.rr.com 

 

Don Pfaff 

2013 

East Rochester, Ohio 

330-525-7836 

 ------------------------------------ 

Burton 

Bob Temple 

Ralph Neumeister 

 

Fundraising 

Bob Temple 

Art Wolfe 

 

Special Events 

Bob Temple 

Roy Troutman 

 

Hammer-Ins                    

Roy Troutman 

 

Tips & Tricks Editor 

Ralph Neumeister 

The Western Reserve Artist Blacksmith Asso-

ciation (WRABA) is a non-profit, educational 

organization, an affiliate of the  Artist Black-

smith  Association Of North America 

(ABANA). 

We are dedicated to preserving and promoting 

the art and craft of hand forging iron. 

WRABA, our group of blacksmiths meet 

monthly to share information and techniques 

at the smithy of one of its’ members or at Cen-

tury Village in Burton, Ohio. 

 

A Membership  application is on the 

back cover of this newsletter. 

www.wraba.com 
 

Get  information on our organization.  

Find out what is going on and take a 

look at some great pictures of what 

we’ve been doing. 

The WRABA Newsletter is composed and   writ-

ten by the editor except as indicated.  Material 

may be reprinted except as noted, with proper 

credit given. WRABA, its officers, demonstrators, 

writers, editor and members specifically disclaim 

any responsibility or liability for any damages or 

injuries as a result of the use of information pub-

lished in the WRABA News or demonstrated at 

conferences or at meetings. Every effort is made 

to insure the accuracy and safety of all the infor-

mation provided, but the use of any information 

published herein is solely at the user’s own risk. 

Editor 

Jeffrey Nau 

4922 Treeline Dr. 

Brunswick Hills, Ohio 44212 

jeffrey@naufamily.net 

216-409-6291 

Deadline for articles to be put in the  

newsletter: Dec. 15th (these dates are in the 

month prior to the issue coming out on the 1st) 
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Next year, an ASM Materials Camp is looking into increasing the number of days given to 

blacksmiths. With more days, more smiths are wanted to help out. The camp will run July 

15th—20th 2013. The smiths have been there for one day only. For a time that was a Saturday 

but the last few times it has been a Friday. It is very difficult with the time allotted to give eve-

ry student a chance to hammer an s-hook or something. They are reviewing the schedule for 

2013 and trying to give the smiths more time with the students but have made no decisions yet 

- more days - more smiths. The Northwest Ohio Blacksmiths would be happy to help any of 

our members get acquainted with this event. The camp is held at Materials Park at 9639 Kins-

man Rd, Russell Township—next to the West Woods Nature Center that held our Nature of 

Metal. Contact Bob Temple  at 330 889-3952 if interested. 

See http://www.asminternational.org/portal/site/www/foundation/materials-camps/ for more  

information on the camp. 

 

 The heroes of WRABA : Gary Barnhart and his brother rebuilt the bellows in 

the old Smithy at Century Village. This was a hard and difficult task as the frame and all leath-

er had to be preserved, The leather for pattern and the wood to rebuild. They worked on it this 

past spring and early summer. All should take a look at their handy work and thank them for all 

they have done.  

 I want to thank Ken Tucker, Roy Troutman, for the work they put in to have the great 

conference with Bob Patrick. Thanks to the members that brought forges and anvils, It was the 

best yet. All who missed it missed the best forge welding info yet along with many tips and 

jigs to make your forging life easier. 

 Those of us who set up the area and loaned equipment could have used more help on 

Thursday. The club is its members not the officers or the few that always show up. Even if you 

do not want to participate in the conference help is needed for food prep, helpers with the 

hands on section, go'fers, set up and take down. 

 One more observation the festivals at Burton are not Bob Temple's private shows where 

he is responsible for set up and closing. I would appreciate knowing who is coming and if you 

will be there for set up. there were days where I was the only one till 10:30. Help out!! 

 We had Requests to have smiths to demo at the Society of Metals student Introduction to 

metals, a week long course that has one day where the students and smiths are together. It will 

be a long day and will take two to four set-ups and smiths. We need to know who is interested 

and would have the time. [Contact Bob Temple  at 330 889-3952. More information below] 

 Good year so far. Apple Butter festival the 2nd week end in October 13th-14th. Come 

and have some fun, food and demo give a break to the demonstrators and work the raffle table.   

That's All, Bob 

http://www.asminternational.org/portal/site/www/foundation/materials-camps/
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Open Forge  

Tuesdays  5:00—9:00 PM 

Burton Century Village 

14653 East Park Street 

Burton, Ohio 44021 

If you need a forge to use, help with a project, or just to learn something — 

come to one of the open forges.  

 

Open Forge will be at Maple Leaf Forge starting  November 5th 

 

October Apple Butter Festival 

13—14th  10:00 AM—5:00 PM 

 

Burton Century Village 

14653 East Park Street 

Burton, Ohio 44021 

October Hammer-In 

Sunday 28th 9:00 AM 

Iron-in-the-hat 

Pot-luck lunch 

November Hammer-In 

Saturday 10th 9:00 AM 

Bruce Hale  

Jaymac Body & Frame 

1801 Ivydale Ave. 

SW, Canton, OH 44706 

Iron-in-the-hat 

Pot-luck lunch 

December Holiday Party 

Saturday 15th 1:00 PM—5:00 PM 

Burton Century Village 

14653 East Park Street 

Burton, Ohio 44021 

Pot-luck lunch 

Gift  Exchange 

Auction 

Bring a dish to pass, and a gift for each person participating in the gift exchange. Try to keep all gifts to a 

homemade (yourself or family member). Volunteers needed to help set up call Ralph at 440-552-9560 if 

you can assist. 

Don Pfaff 

28151 Mountz Rd. 

East Rochester, Ohio 44625 

330-525-7836 

Maple Leaf Forge  

(Ralph Neumeister) 

17231 Messenger Rd. 

Burton, Ohio 44021 

WRABA Events 
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THURSDAY NIGHTS - FORT ALLEN - Open Forge Call Dick Fisher for details! 724-836-3625 See 

the new addition and take part in the friendly atmosphere. $5 Donation appreciated for fuel. 

November 3 - Jymm Hoffman’s Shop, The Turkey’s Return to Roost! Join Jymm Hoffman and see 

what he is up to this fall. Lots to learn and see! 9 AM Start 

PAABA Events 

NOB/SNOB Meeting 

Saturday, November 17,2012 

9:00 AM 

Iron-in-the-hat Christmas 

Ornament or Gift 

Roger King 
8840 Hill Ave. 

Holland, OH 43528 
419-866-5703 

NOBnewsletter@gmail.com 

Lamp by Vince Krava When Pigs Fly Tree by Art Wolfe 

Gallery 
 

Photos by Gary Barnhart 

Morning Spider  

by Gary Barnhart 

mailto:NOBnewsletter@gmail.com
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Scarfing for T weld 

done on the corners 

of the anvil 

Blue Moon 

Press was at our 

Conference 

selling an  

assortment of 

metalsmithing 

books 

Dogwood Fireplace Set 

by Pat Livengood 

Pink Butterfly 

Pin by Jeff Hise 

Leaf with Red 

Glass by Jim 

Hovanec 

Maple Leaves 

by Marc Yanko 

Frogs and Butterflies by Suzette Cohen; 

Captured by Brenda Traffis; Vining by 

Linda Woodward; 

June Conference with Bob Patrick  
 

Photos by Linda Nau and Jeff Nau 
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Bob Patrick using tong clips 

to hold a bundle to forge weld 

to make a trivet 

Trivet with forge welded end. The 

scroll ends are started before forge 

welding and scrolled after 

This simple tool has 

twisted bar welded onto a 

flat bar with handle. It 

makes the pattern visible 

in the picture bellow of 

the roughly finished trivet 

Bob Patrick demoed at 

the Conference 

chain link welded 

from straight 

round stock 

Scarf before 

forge welding; 

Bob Patrick likes 

to use only anti-

borax 
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Bob Patrick forging scrolling tongs. They start like  

normal tongs, but with a square tapered end (top right) 

then rounded (bottom right). The handles are half 

rounded in a die (top left) 
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Using  a short piece of round stock 

to make a rivet. 

Punching the 

tongs for a rivet 

hole 

Above: adjusting the rivet 

Left: The tongs are angled at 90° to make them 

more sturdy and easier to scroll. Note how the 

handles are curved for comfort  



 

 

Volume 16    Issue  4 (Fourth Quarter) “Tales of the Western Reserve”  Page 10 

Top left: auction items at the Conference. Books donated 

by Blue Moon Press. Left knife donated by Bob Temple. Belt 

by Bruce Woodward 

Top right: tomahawks made by Marc Yanko. 

Left: Rose by Vince Krava; Belt by Bruce Woodward 

Bottom Left: steps to make a tomahawk out of a gun barrel 

Bottom right: Gr ill made by Bob Patr ick at PAABA’s  

Conference 
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Classifieds 

WRABA  Anvils  

“WRABA” brass anvils are available. 

They are 4” long and 2” tall.  

Their cost is $25.00 

Get one at the next WRABA event. 

Kiln board $10 

Gas forge parts  and information 

Early American Wrought Iron book $90 

Backyard Blacksmith  book $12 

Ralph Neumeister 440-552-9560 

Blacksmith helper  3/4 by 2 inch dies   Member $80  non 
member $100 

various die heat treated 4140 to rc50   $55 member --$65 

non member 

monkey tool set 4140 heat treated set of 5 --3/16-1/4--
5/16--3/8--1/2  $60 member $75 non member 

blacksmiths ruler  $20 member  --$25 non member 

e-z weld 1# can  $14 member ---$16 non member 

Ken Tucker  330-792-9722 

We can cut any shape/signs/letters that need cut 
from steel. From a drawing, picture or computer 
file, or we will help with artwork.  

We use a C & C Plasma cutting machine 

This item is wanted. It is a crandle, used to cut 

stone blocks. Dr. Phil Wanyerka, an Archaeologist, 

would like to have an original sample for a current 

project. Contact Dr. Wanyerka at 

p.wanyerka@csuohio.edu or the editor at  

jeffrey@naufamily.net 216-409-6291 

Blue Moon Press sold books at our Conference and 

generously donated two books for our auction 



 

 

WRABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Name:_______________________________________________ 

Spouse’s Name_______________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________ 

City:____________________State:_________Zip:____________ 

Home Phone:_________________________________________ 

E-mail:_______________________________________________ 

Forge Name:__________________________________________ 

Occupation___________________________________________ 

What areas of metalworking are you interested in?__________ 

_____________________________________________________ 
Smithing:     

      Professional___ Hobbyist____  Beginner___ Advanced ___ 

Dues are payable by MARCH 1st.   $20.  yearly single    $25.  yearly family 
(new members prorated quarterly: March-May, June-August, Sept.- Nov. and Dec.-Feb.) 

 

New membership__________       Renewal___________      Date_________________ 
 

 Send application and dues to: 

WRABA 

6374 Lake Rd. W. 

Madison, Ohio 44057 

6374 Lake Rd. W. 

Madison, Ohio                 

                    44057 

Forwarding Address requested postage guaranteed 
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Western Reserve Artist Blacksmith Associa-


