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UPCOMMING EVENTS: 

 October 17  WRABA Hammer-In 

 October 23 Blacksmith Design  

     Workshop 

 November 6  WRABA Hammer-In 

 December 5 WRABA Holiday Party 
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Western Reserve Artist Blacksmith Association  

Our Past Events 

Bill Hahn Memorial Scholarship Fund 
The first scholarships of WRABA’s Bill Hahn Memorial Scholarship Fund were given  to Jack Kothera, 

Mark Millhoff Jr. and Walt Mullett for attendance at SOFA’s  Quadstate Conference 2010.  Congratula-
tions smiths. 

 July Picnic: It was a joint Hammer-In/Picnic with NOB. We had Ky Green‟s portable 

forge to try and watched an octopus being made for a submarine by Barry Wheeler. 

August WRABA Family Picnic: We had plenty of food at our annual picnic at the 

home of Art and Judy Wolfe. Hotdogs and hamburgers were made fresh on grills. We 

had brief rain, but survived through it, pulling the food under the tarp canopies. 

WRABA Gas Welding Workshop 
Bob Gardner held a gas welding workshop at the WRABA blacksmith shop in Burton 

on Sept 11.  Bob also had arranged for Lincoln Electric Company to make a very gener-

ous donation to WRABA of a complete Harris oxyacetylene cutting and welding set. 

The torch worked great and Bob‟s instruction was outstanding.  Along with Bob were 

Ryan Eubank and one of his students at Lakeland Community College.  Ryan put on an 

excellent demo and instruction for electric stick welding.  In addition Ryan donated a 

large variety of welding tip nozzles for the Harris Torch.  Weather was good (no rain, 

no snow) and Roy cooked up some tasty hot dogs.  Doc and Roy organized a great in-

formative workshop and all had a good time. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Committees 

 

Membership: 

Ralph Neumeister 

Bruce Woodward 

Gary Kruse 

Frank Strock 

 

Scholarship: 

Bruce Woodward 

Bob Temple 

Roy Troutman 

Lou Molvin 

 

Workshops: 

Ken Tucker 

Roy Troutman 

Rocky Whitfield 

Bob Temple 

Marty Reisig 

Bob Brown 

John Kravin 

 

Website: 

Ralph Neumeister 

 

Sunshine: 

Art Wolfe 

 

Library: 

Bob Brown 

 

Stores: 

Jack Kothera 
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Ralph Neumeister 

Auburn Township, Ohio 

Mlforge@cebridge.net 

440-552-9560  

Bruce Woodward          

Madison, Ohio   

 440-428-0822 

Woodwardiron1 

@roadrunner.com 

Roy Troutman 

Streetsboro, Ohio 

330-678-2013 

 

Linda Woodward 

Madison, Ohio  

440-428-0822 

Woodwardla@hiram.edu 
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Board Members  

 

Art Wolfe 

Chesterland, Ohio      

440-729-0777  

artjudywolfe@sbcglobal.net 

 

Bob Temple  

2011 

Bristolville, Ohio       

330-889-3952   

Drbobcatt@netscape.net 

 

Marc Yanko 

2010 

Chardon, Ohio 

440-286-6059 

mwyanko@hotmail.com 

 

John Matson 

2010 

Kinsman, Ohio 44428 

330-876-5375 

 

Marty Reisig 

2011 

Tallmadge, Ohio 

330-633-3747 

 

Don Pfaff 

2011 

330-525-7836 

 ------------------------------------ 

Burton 

Bob Temple 

Ralph Neumeister 

 

Fundraising 

Bob Temple 

Art Wolfe 

 

Special Events 

Bob Temple 

Roy Troutman 

 

Hammer-in                     

Roy Troutman 

 

Tips Editor 

Ralph Neumeister 

The Western Reserve Artist Blacksmith Asso-

ciation (WRABA) is a non-profit, educational 

organization, an affiliate of the  Artist Black-

smith  Association Of North America 

(ABANA). 

We are dedicated to preserving and promoting the 

art and craft of hand forging iron. WRABA, our 

group of blacksmiths meet monthly to share infor-

mation and techniques at the smithy of one of its‟ 

members or at Century Village in Burton, Ohio. 

 

A Membership  application is on the back 

cover of this newsletter. 

www.wraba.com 
 

Get  information on our organization.  

Find out what is going on and take a 

look at some great pictures of what 

we‟ve been doing. 

The WRABA Newsletter is composed and   writ-

ten by the editor except as indicated.  Material 

may be  

reprinted except as noted, with proper credit 

given. 

WRABA, its officers, demonstrators, writers, 

editor and members specifically disclaim any 

responsibility or liability for any damages or inju-

ries as a result of the use of information published 

in the WRABA News or demonstrated at confer-

ences or at meetings. Every effort is made to in-

sure the accuracy and safety of all the information 

provided, but the use of any information published 

herein is solely at the user‟s own risk. 

Editor 

Jeffrey Nau 

4922 Treeline Dr. 

Brunswick Hills, Ohio 44212 

jeffrey@naufamily.net 

216-409-6291 

(evenings & weekends) 

Deadline for articles to be put in the  

newsletter: Sept. 15th, Dec. 15th, (these dates are 

in the month prior to the issue coming out on the 

1st) 
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If anyone is willing to receive their copy of this newsletter online, please email the editor at 

jeffrey@naufamily.net. You will receive it in color and as soon as it is completed. This will 

save the club money on printing and postage. Newsletters can be found at wraba.com. 

Presidents Message to WRABA Members: 

   Fall is just around the corner, seems like time flies the older you get. Were did summer go. 

Well it won‟t be so hot, so I may get to the forge a little more. 

 

   We have had some exciting events in the past few months. First was the conference, with 

hands on time to do what was demonstrated. A grand time was had by all who attended. A lot 

of positive comments were made by the members who attended. We just had a gas welding 

workshop, and a lot of good information was presented. I think we all learned something or 

other. We will be doing another class at Lakeland Community College in the fall or winter, 

what do you want to see stick, mig, and tig. They have all the equipment and great instructors. 

Let the officers or board know your thoughts. This weekend we are having a basic class at 

Century Village for any member interested. We are going to do more in the way of instruc-

tional, hands on class, so let us know what you want to learn about. We need instructors and 

helpers as well. Quad State is just around the corner and several members have applied for 

their scholarship. We will be waiting to see what they learned. 

 

   We are trying to get the members what they want, we can‟t please everyone. Have a sugges-

tion let us know, but be prepared to have a way to get what you want accomplished. Hope to 

see all at the Holiday Party, so start working on those gifts. We will have a workshop at Cen-

tury Village on October 2nd to build an additional railing for one of there buildings, come give 

a hand, we will also be closing up shop for the winter. 

 

   Bring a friend to the meetings, or if you haven‟t been there in a while attend the next one. We 

have Bruce Woodwards hammer in on October 17th (Sunday), the a design class at Ken Tuck-

ers shop on the 23RD. Then Marty Reisig‟s on November 6th. 
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October Hammer-In 
Sunday 17th      9:00 AM (New Date) 

Bruce Woodward 
6374 Lake Road West 

Madison, Ohio 44057 
440-428-0822 

Iron-in-the-hat 

Pot-luck lunch 

Remember to bring something for the Iron-in-the-Hat and our great Pot-Luck-Lunch 

WRABA Business: Nominations of new officer candidates      

Demo:  Flowers and other rosettes 

Directions: 

From the South:  Take I-271 north to I-90.  Go east on I-90 to Rt.528.  Go north or left 

on Rt.528 through Madison.  Continue north on Rt.528 which becomes Hubbard Rd after you 

cross Rt.20.  Continue north to Lake Erie and turn left (west) at the stop sign at Lake Road.  

Continue .6 mile to 6374 Lake Road on the left (south). 

From the Southeast:  Take Rt.11 north to I-90 and east on I-90 to Rt.528.  Turn north to 

the lake.  See above directions. 

Workshop on Blacksmith Design with Chris Holt from PAABA (Pittsburgh Blacksmiths) 

Saturday, October 23rd    9:00 AM 

Ken Tucker‟s shop 

4594 Lanterman Rd. 

Youngstown, OH 44515 

330-792-9722  Or Roy Troutman 330-678-2013 

Presenters:  John Steel, Chris Holt from Steel Welding 

Ken Tucker’s Shop 

October 23, 2010 

 

“Be the Man with the Plan” 

 

 

Part I 

Basic design concepts such as static and dynamic principles will be explained and a “hands on exer-

cise” will help participants recognize the difference using black and white paper. (There will be NO 

drawing, just a little gluing of small pre-cut paper!) There are no wrong “answers” and the number of 

solutions is endless.  This will help blacksmiths strengthen design capabilities at all levels.  Some-

times the simplest solution is the most dramatic.  If you have questions about your own abilities to de-

sign or would like to widen those abilities, this workshop will be constructive and useful. We promise 

you, this will be a non-threatening and comfortable workshop to participate. 

 

Part II 

John Steel and Chris Holt will show how they make botanical elements and build a three dimensional 

sculpture.  Many of the plants are easy to make; tips will be shown on how to assemble pieces.  Using 

“static” and “dynamic” principles from the first session, a sculpture will be put together. Height, 

placement of elements, variety, and relationships of materials will be stressed and explained.  Atten-

dees just have to watch and ask questions about the creative process! 



 

 

Volume 14    Issue  4 (Fourth Quarter) “Tales of the Western Reserve”  Page 5 

November Hammer-In 
Saturday 6th    9:00 AM  

Iron-in-the-hat 

Pot-luck lunch 

Marty Reisig 
54 E Overdale Dr. 

Tallmadge, OH 44278 
330-633-3747 

Due to circumstances beyond my control, the hammer-in at Hale Farm & Village is cancelled. 

Linda & I would like to invite you to our house Saturday, November 6th for the hammer-in.  I 

do not have a blacksmith shop there, but I will put up my portable forge & have a small 

demo.  We will still have the delicious roast, lots of food & plenty of good company!  

 

From the Tallmadge Circle, go North on Route 91 to the first light, turn right & we are the 4th 

house up on the right.  Feel free to call us at 330-633-3747 if you need further directions. 

Thanks, 

Marty 

Change of  Location 

December WRABA Holiday Party 
Saturday 5th    1:00-5:00 PM  

Pot-luck lunch 

Gift Exchange 

Burton Century Village 
At the Village Church 

Bring a dish to pass, a gift for each person participiting in the gift exchange. Try to keep all 

gifts to a homemade ( yourself or family member) and a dish to pass. Wine and soft drinks will 

be served. Volunteers needed to help set up call Ralph at 440-552-9560 if you can assist. 
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From the Blacksmith Guild of the Potomac 

Editor‟s Note: 

#  as in O#in represents a 

hard „th‟ sound. 

þ as in þrandur or þorkell 
represents a light „th‟ sound. 

J‟s are „y‟ as they are in Ger-
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Families of WRABA members gathered for our 

annual picnic hosted by Art and Judy Wolfe. 

Bellow are pictures from the West Woods Nature Arts Festival. 

Clockwise from directly below: A group of spectators watching 

Marc Yanko’s demo. A few WRABA members submitted their 

metalwork into an arts competition. Marc Yanko demo’es to a 

group of small but intent onlookers. Jim Hovanec with his 

collction of nature themed items he is selling.  
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Classifieds 

Blacksmith Conferences on DVD-R 

150 titles averaging 5 1/2 hours long 

$5 each permanent rental never return them 

$2 postage per order to the US 

see listing at www.umbaonline.org  

then click on library for complete list and 

order instructions 

  

WRABA  Anvils  

“WRABA” brass anvils are available. 

They are 4” long and 2” tall.  

Their cost is $25.00 

Get one at the next WRABA event. 

Anyone with a blacksmith  

related item to sell please send 

info, picture to  

jeffrey@naufamily.net and we 

would be happy to include it in 

the next newsletter. 

Roper / Whitney angle iron bender/ notcher/ shear combo does !/4 By 2 inch angle   $250 

Ring roller mounted on drum stand will do 3/8 by 2    $200 

Gas forge burners and other items needed for building gas forges 

home made buffer/ wire wheel on stand   $25 

Maple Leaf Forge  

Ralph Neumeister  
17231 Messenger Rd  

Auburn Township, Ohio 44023 

http://www.umbaonline.org
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“Tales of the Western Reserve” 

WRABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Name:_______________________________________________ 

Spouse’s Name_______________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________ 

City:____________________State:_________Zip:____________ 

Home Phone:_________________________________________ 

E-mail:_______________________________________________ 

Forge Name:__________________________________________ 

Occupation___________________________________________ 

What areas of metalworking are you interested in?__________ 

_____________________________________________________ 
Smithing:     

      Professional___ Hobbyist____  Beginner___ Advanced ___ 

Dues are payable by MARCH 1st.   $20.  yearly single    $25.  yearly family 
(new members prorated quarterly: March-May, June-August, Sept.- Nov. and Dec.-Feb.) 

 

New membership__________       Renewal___________      Date_________________ 
 

 Send application and dues to: 

WRABA 

6374 Lake Rd. W. 

Madison, Ohio 44057 

6374 Lake Rd. W. 

Madison, Ohio                 

                    44057 

Send To: 

Forwarding Address requested postage guaranteed 
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Western Reserve Artist Blacksmith Association 


