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UPCOMMING EVENTS: 

 APRIL 10 WRABA  HAMMER-IN 

 APRIL 16 PAABA 

 APRIL 30 PAABA 

 MAY 14 WRABA HANDS-ON  

 MAY 21 WRABA HAMMER-IN 

 MAY 28-29 BURTON CIVIL 

WAR REENACTMENT 

 JUNE 24, 25, 26 WRABA    

CONFERENCE 

 JULY 29-31 BURTON ANTIQUE 

POWER AND STEAM SHOW 
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Western Reserve Artist Blacksmith Association  

Roy Troutman (right) was awarded Blacksmith of the Year  

at the March Hammer-In 

Remember to renew your membership, it was due in March. Contact someone 

on the Membership Committee if you need financial assistance. There are 

various ways that you can pay your dues. 

 

Remember we have the WRABA Scholarship Program. It is for members 

who need help attending a blacksmithing class and can bring what they 

learned back to the organization. If you are interested in chairing the Scholar-

ship Committee, let Ralph Neumeister know. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Committees 

 

Membership: 

Ralph Neumeister 

Bruce Woodward 

Gary Kruse 

Frank Strock 

 

Scholarship: 

Bruce Woodward 

Bob Temple 

Roy Troutman 

Lou Molvin 

 

Workshops: 

Ken Tucker 

Roy Troutman 

Rocky Whitfield 

Bob Temple 

Marty Reisig 

Bob Brown 

John Kravin 

 

Website: 

Jason Nass 

me@wargoth.com 

 

Sunshine: 

Art Wolfe 

 

Library: 

Bob Brown 

 

Stores: 

Mark Millhoff 
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Ralph Neumeister 

Auburn Township, Ohio 

Mlforge@cebridge.net 

440-552-9560  

Bruce Woodward          

Madison, Ohio   

 440-428-0822 

Woodwardiron1 

@roadrunner.com 

Roy Troutman 

Streetsboro, Ohio 

330-678-2013 

 

Linda Woodward 

Madison, Ohio  

440-428-0822 

Woodwardla@hiram.edu 
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Board Members  

 

Art Wolfe 

Chesterland, Ohio      

440-729-0777  

artjudywolfe@sbcglobal.net 

 

Bob Temple  

2011 

Bristolville, Ohio       

330-889-3952   

Drbobcatt@netscape.net 

 

Marc Yanko 

2012 

Chardon, Ohio 

440-286-6059 

mwyanko@hotmail.com 

 

Ken Tucker 

2012 

Youngstown, Ohio 

330-792-9722 

Ironmankt@gmail.com 

 

Marty Reisig 

2011 

Tallmadge, Ohio 

330-633-3747 

 

Don Pfaff 

2011 

330-525-7836 

 ------------------------------------ 

Burton 

Bob Temple 

Ralph Neumeister 

 

Fundraising 

Bob Temple 

Art Wolfe 

 

Special Events 

Bob Temple 

Roy Troutman 

 

Hammer-Ins                    

Roy Troutman 

 

Tips & Tricks Editor 

Ralph Neumeister 

The Western Reserve Artist Blacksmith 

Association (WRABA) is a non-profit, educa-

tional organization, an affiliate of the  Artist 

Blacksmith  Association Of North America 

(ABANA). 

We are dedicated to preserving and promoting 

the art and craft of hand forging iron. 

WRABA, our group of blacksmiths meet 

monthly to share information and techniques 

at the smithy of one of its’ members or at Cen-

tury Village in Burton, Ohio. 

 

A Membership  application is on the 

back cover of this newsletter. 

www.wraba.com 
 

Get  information on our organization.  

Find out what is going on and take a 

look at some great pictures of what 

we’ve been doing. 

The WRABA Newsletter is composed and   writ-

ten by the editor except as indicated.  Material 

may be  

reprinted except as noted, with proper credit 

given. 

WRABA, its officers, demonstrators, writers, 

editor and members specifically disclaim any 

responsibility or liability for any damages or inju-

ries as a result of the use of information published 

in the WRABA News or demonstrated at confer-

ences or at meetings. Every effort is made to in-

sure the accuracy and safety of all the information 

provided, but the use of any information published 

herein is solely at the user’s own risk. 

Editor 

Jeffrey Nau 

4922 Treeline Dr. 

Brunswick Hills, Ohio 44212 

jeffrey@naufamily.net 

216-409-6291 

(evenings & weekends) 

Deadline for articles to be put in the  

newsletter: June 15th,  Sept. 15th, Dec. 15th, 

(these dates are in the month prior to the issue 

coming out on the 1st) 
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Presidents Letter March 2011: 

Well on a happy note it looks like spring is just around the corner. We have had several great Hammer-Ins so 

far this year,  but many faces were missing. Come on out and join the fun. 

 

Roy Troutman was awarded 2010’s Blacksmith of the year award. This is called the Tom Summer’s award in 

honor of one of the founding members. Roy is very deserving of this award, he spends countless hours volun-

teering, and many of the things you enjoy are due to Roy. We have many members who deserve this award, so 

it’s hard to pick just one. Your votes are what pick the recipient, so make sure you vote. 

 

Our organization is run by volunteers, so I took a letter from another newsletter that I thought was very fitting. 

It’s from 2001 but still applies today and for many organizations. See below, note: WRABA has been  

substituted for their organization. 
 

Letter to the editor                    from: Anonymous 

WRABA is a PARTICIPATORY organization run by Volunteers. We have no paid staff - no paid members. If 

you don't volunteer to help out - it don't happen! 

 

So before you raise hell about something not happening or about something you didn't get, take this little test 

in order to see just how much hell raising right you have. The left column is the number of hours = have  

volunteered and the right column is your graduated "RIGHTS.” 

 

Hours volunteered 

10 hours or less. ........       Keep your mouth shut tight                       

20hours ...............             Just keep your mouth shut 

30 hours. ...............           Audible Grunt           

40 hours. ...............           Count your blessings to yourself       

50 hours................            Count your blessings and tell everybody     

60hours ................            Write your congressman (Ha Ha)  

70 hours. ..................        Swear you'll never volunteer again        

80 hours. ...............           Stomp floor and hurl epithets   

90 hours................            Write letters to Newsletter Editor     

100 hours. Or more .......  Raise all the hell you want! 

 

I’m sure Roy was in the Raise all the hell you want class, why not help us out. If you see or even think of 

someway you can make this organization better. Ideas are always welcome and help is always appreciated ! 

We will be starting hands on demonstration in May at Century village , second Saturday 9am. First one is chis-

els and punches. This runs through August. We are looking for ideas of what you want and demonstrators. 

April hammer-in is the 10th (Sunday) for those working Saturdays and Don Pfaff will demonstrate a camp 

knife, candle holder combination tool. Somewhere new so spend the day, checking out his shop. 

 

Happy Hammering,         Ralph 
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April Hammer-In 
Sunday 10th      9:00 AM  

Don Pfaff 
28151 Mountz Rd. 

East Rochester, Ohio 44625 
330-525-7836 

Iron-in-the-hat 

Pot-luck lunch 

May Hands-On 
Saturday 14th    9:00 AM  

Iron-in-the-hat 

Pot-luck lunch 

Burton Century Village 

14653 East Park Street 

Burton, Ohio 44021 

May Hammer-In 
Saturday 21th    9:00 AM  

Brad Weber 

88250 Mill Hill Rd. 

Bowerstown, Ohio 44695 

Iron-in-the-hat 

Pot-luck lunch 

Demonstrating camp knife, candle holder combination tool 

Hands-on demonstration of chisels and punches. There is a nominal fee for materials. 

May Civil War Reenactment 
28th—29th 10:00am—5:00pm   

Burton Century Village 

14653 East Park Street 

Burton, Ohio 44021 

Directions: From the North: Take I-77 South. Slight right at S-250(signs for US-250/New  

Philadelphia/OH-39/Uhrichsville)  

Merge onto OH-800 S/US-250 E/US-36 E via the ramp to Cadiz-Dennison. Continue to follow  

OH-800S/US-250 E. Turn left at OH-800/State Route 250(signs for Cadiz). Continue to follow US-250.  

Turn left at Mill Hill Rd.   Turn right to stay on Mill Hill Rd.  

June WRABA Conference 
24th—26th 9:00—5:00    

Burton Century Village 

14653 East Park Street 

Burton, Ohio 44021 

Contact Bob Temple or Ralph Neumeister if available to volunteer. 

June 24th hands-on   demo and hands on will run 9am til 5 

June 25th Demo 

June 26th hands-on 

 

Cost of demo $40, hands on classes are $60 per day please specify day. 

Combo of hands on and demo $80, hands on limited to 10 people each day so register early. 

 Send to Bruce Woodward 

6374 Lake Rd. West 

Madison, oh 44057 

440-428-0822 

Auction on Saturday 

Pot-luck lunch on Saturday only 

Bring your work to display in the gallery 
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PAABA Events 

THURSDAY NIGHTS - FORT ALLEN  - Open Forge Call Dick Fisher for details! 724-836-3625 
See the new addition and take part in the friendly atmosphere. $5 Donation appreciated for fuel. 

April 16 - Rices Landing –  Big day at the W.A. Young and Sons Foundry and Machine Shop. This year 
we will celebrate the beginning of work to preserve this historic site by ―raising the roof‖!  Politicians will 

be on hand for the photo op ceremony! 

Rivers of Steel Heritage is working hard to promote the day, and is inviting the public to visit the foun-
dry. Please bring an Auction Item to show your support - the Auction is very important this year as the 

public is invited and will be taking part in the Auction.  Get your name out! Lunch will be available and 
gallery area will be available for you to show your recent work. Please bring your latest project and show 

it to new visitors so they can understand just what we do! 

Great line up of demonstrators: Wayne Kelley, Ed Appleby, Boyd Holtan, Eugene Ratliff, and Joey 
Browning! A GREAT day for the Foundry and for YOU! 

April 30 - May 1 - Fort Allen Date Change – Demos, open forge, auction and more! 

April 30 - May 1 - ABA Conference – Cedar Lakes, WV Eric Morris of Beckley,WV will demonstrate 
pattern welded knives (Damascus). Eric has been making knives for 20 years. 

 
Jay Hayes of Weston, WV will demonstrate building a gas forge. Jay has considerable experience build-

ing gas forges through his electrical lighting business. He has done Christmas light displays and commer-
cial light displays in all 50 states. You won't have to reinvent the wheel if you see Jay's work. 

 
Two great demos for the bargain price of $15 (or donate a hand-forged item to the auction). 

  

Brian Brazeal started forging about 30 years ago as a Ferrier and attended his first blacksmithing  

conference in California in 1998 and has been teaching and sharing ever since.  

After completing a 3 month teaching road tour from California across the south to Maryland in  

December 2009, Brian and his wife Karen now live in Brandon, Mississippi where he offers private 
classes in his shop, as well as continuing to travel for demos and workshops. 

Brian will be sharing the elements of forging in the workshops and demo. Whether forging a delicate 
calla lily or a tool, he will demonstrate exact techniques, explaining the steps in the forging and the tools 

he uses.   He will forge a horse head from 2 inch square, a horse head bottle opener, leaf, any many other 
interesting items as time permits  

 
www.myspace.com/brazealbrothers 

You can also see him work on DVD RD 158 in the WRABA library. 

http://webmail.suddenlink.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.myspace.com%252Fbrazealbrothers
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Our Past Events 

January Hammer-In hosted by Ike Tripp at ETNA. 

February Hammer-In at Ken Roby’s 

Ken Roby showed us various kinds of vices and 

clamps. He certainly had many in his well organized 

collection. Here are some of them 

Ken Roby holding an Antique anvil vice 

Caulking Vice: One 

jaw swivels for differ-

ent sized stock, no 

throat below the jaws 
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March Hammer-In at Bob Parks’ 

Lathe Vice: adapted to 

fit into drill press arm 

Cleco Clamp: spring articulated for 

smaller items, another variation can fit 

into holes like temporary rivets 

Woodworkers Clamp: 

good for painted work, 

odd shapes, and filing in a 

vice 

Enough clamps? 
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Eye Punch Hammer from the March Hammer-In with Bob Parks 

The hammer is made 

from a truck axel 

(1050, 1060 steel). 

Square one end of it 

It should be at least 

twice the length of 

the width at the taper. 

Water temper it 

Drift an eye  about 1 

1/4” from the end. Mark 

edge of eye on edge of 

anvil to punch from op-

posite side after 2/3 way 

through 

Flatten bulge a little to 

stretch eye 

Use a hardie spring fuller to indent the corners. This separates the 

parts of the hammer. Do only the corners since the punch will be at a 

45° angle. To make a round head, it would be fullered all the way 

around. Taper the end some for the striking side. Cut off the square 

part of axel that will be the hammer. Until this point, the same process 

can be used for other hammers 
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This is the final product. It is angled this way so that 

it is easier to see the work 

Now draw out at 45° After drawing out, round out the 

edges and smooth it out keeping 

it rectangular 

Almost done now. This is the  

general form 

File the 

hammer 

to a nice 

smooth 

finish. 

Finalize the size of the 

eye, then burn the end 

of the handle to fit. 

Heat until it is non-

magnetic when tem-

pering. 
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Classifieds 

WRABA  Anvils  

“WRABA” brass anvils are available. 

They are 4” long and 2” tall.  

Their cost is $25.00 

Get one at the next WRABA event. 

Anyone with a blacksmith  

related item to sell please send 

info, picture to  

jeffrey@naufamily.net and we 

would be happy to include it in 

the next newsletter. 

Ceramic board 8 inch x 24 inches ---$8--2 for $15 

Gas forge burners ---$50 

Kevlar gloves 800 degree  $14 each or 2 for $25 

anvil peter wright 158#  $320 

blacksmith vise 4 to 6 inch various prices 

can help with items for building a gas forge 

25# Little Giant power hammer 
new style, has been rebuilt, 2 sets of dies (round and 
flat)built 1949, $2500 firm 
 

Early american wrought iron by Soon, no dust jacket 
1989 edition $75 

Ralph Neumeister 440-552-9560 

Blacksmith helper  3/4 by 2 inch dies   Member $80  non 
member $100 

various die heat treated 4140 to rc50   $55 member --$65 
non member 

monkey tool set 4149 heat treated set of 5 --3/16-1/4--
5/16--3/8--1/2  $60 member $75 non member 

blacksmiths ruler  $20 member  --$25 non member 

e-z weld 1# can  $14 member ---$16 non member 

Ken Tucker  330-792-9722 

"Pitch It To You" Chasing & Repousse Pitch  

(A Division of A Copper Rose Metal Art) 

Debra Montgomery  

website:  http://www.chasers-pitch.com 

email:  info@chasers-pitch.com  

phone:  559-338-0748 

 

 

This is a good all around medium grade/hardness chasing and repousse pitch.  Good adhesion, soft enough for 

repousse, firm enough for chasing work.  It is pine rosin based with no petroleum or    animal products used in 

the making.  Quantity and WRABA membership discounts offered as well as shipping discount.  Use the code 

WRABA30 to receive $0.30 per pound discount in addition to quantity discounts already in place.  Sold in 1 

pound increments, minimum 2 pound order.  Base price is $9.00/lb plus shipping (California State Tax applies 

to Cali. residents) 
 

http://www.chasers-pitch.com/
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American Blacksmith 



 

 

“Tales of the Western Reserve” 

WRABA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Name:_______________________________________________ 

Spouse’s Name_______________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________ 

City:____________________State:_________Zip:____________ 

Home Phone:_________________________________________ 

E-mail:_______________________________________________ 

Forge Name:__________________________________________ 

Occupation___________________________________________ 

What areas of metalworking are you interested in?__________ 

_____________________________________________________ 
Smithing:     

      Professional___ Hobbyist____  Beginner___ Advanced ___ 

Dues are payable by MARCH 1st.   $20.  yearly single    $25.  yearly family 
(new members prorated quarterly: March-May, June-August, Sept.- Nov. and Dec.-Feb.) 

 

New membership__________       Renewal___________      Date_________________ 
 

 Send application and dues to: 

WRABA 

6374 Lake Rd. W. 

Madison, Ohio 44057 

6374 Lake Rd. W. 

Madison, Ohio                 

                    44057 

Send To: 

Forwarding Address requested postage guaranteed 
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Western Reserve Artist Blacksmith Association 


