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UPCOMMING EVENTS: 

¶ JULY 9 HANDS-ON HAMMER-IN 

¶ JULY 16 WRABA/NOB PICNIC 

¶ JULY 29-31 ANTIQUE POWER 

AND STEAM SHOW 

¶ AUGUST 6-7 WEST WOODS  

NATURE ARTS FESTIVAL 

¶ AUGUST 13 HAMMER-IN AND 

RACCOON COUNTY MUSIC   

FESTIVAL 

¶ AUGUST 20 WRABA FAMILY 

PICNIC 

¶ SEPTEMBER 10 HANDS-ON 

HAMMER-IN 

¶ SEPTEMBER 23-25 SOFA     

CONFERENCE 

¶ OCTOBER 8-9 APPLE BUTTER 

FESTIVAL 

¶ OCTOBER 15 HAMMER-IN 
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Western Reserve A rtist Blacksmith Association  

W.R.A.B.A. Conference 2011 with Brian Brazeal as demonstrator was the 

best yet. He uses the hammer [fuller] to move metal efficiently in ways that 

this writer had not envisioned. His punches are ground on the business end in 

a very different way but perform much better and easer than the traditional 

flat ones. He demoed his edge tool, dial-a-hole hardy, one heat horse head, 

calli lilly, mushroom, flower and silver ring all done with a 5 pound hammer. 

This was one of the best opportunities your club has offered to learn new 

techniques. For those of you who were unable to attend YouTube Brian. 

Brazeal and see some of his techniques demo'ed with close up cameras. 

Great opportunity brought to you by your club. 

Bob Temple 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Committees  

 

Membership:  

Ralph Neumeister 

Bruce Woodward 

Gary Kruse 

Frank Strock 

 

Scholarship:  

Bruce Woodward 

Bob Temple 

Roy Troutman 

Lou Molvin 

 

Workshops:  

Ken Tucker 

Roy Troutman 

Rocky Whitfield 

Bob Temple 

Marty Reisig 

Bob Brown 

John Kravin 

 

Website:  

Jason Nass 

me@wargoth.com 

 

Sunshine:  

Art Wolfe 

 

Library:  

Bob Brown 

 

Stores:  

Mark Millhoff 
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Ralph Neumeister  

Auburn Township, Ohio 

Mlforge@cebridge.net 

440-552-9560  

Bruce Woodward          

Madison, Ohio   

 440-428-0822 

Woodwardiron1 

@roadrunner.com 

Roy Troutman  

Streetsboro, Ohio 

330-678-2013 

 

Linda Woodward  

Madison, Ohio  

440-428-0822 

Woodwardla@hiram.edu 
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Board Members  

 

Art Wolfe  

Chesterland, Ohio      

440-729-0777  

artjudywolfe@sbcglobal.net 

 

Bob Temple  

2011 

Bristolville, Ohio       

330-889-3952   

Drbobcatt@netscape.net 

 

Marc Yanko  

2012 

Chardon, Ohio 

440-286-6059 

mwyanko@hotmail.com 

 

Ken Tucker  

2012 

Youngstown, Ohio 

330-792-9722 

Ironmankt@gmail.com 

 

Marty Reisig  

2011 

Tallmadge, Ohio 

330-633-3747 

 

Don Pfaff  

2011 

330-525-7836 

 ------------------------------------ 

Burton  

Bob Temple 

Ralph Neumeister 

 

Fundraising  

Bob Temple 

Art Wolfe 

 

Special Events  

Bob Temple 

Roy Troutman 

 

Hammer -Ins                    

Roy Troutman 

 

Tips & Tricks Editor  

Ralph Neumeister 

The Western Reserve Artist Blacksmith 

Association (WRABA) is a non-profit, educa-

tional organization, an affiliate of the  Artist 

Blacksmith  Association Of North America 

(ABANA).  

We are dedicated to preserving and promoting 

the art and craft of hand forging iron. 

WRABA, our group of blacksmiths meet 

monthly to share information and techniques 

at the smithy of one of itsô members or at Cen-

tury Village in Burton, Ohio. 

 

A Membership  application is on the 

back cover of this newsletter.  

www.wraba.com  
 

Get  information on our organization.  

Find out what is going on and take a 

look at some great pictures of what 

weôve been doing. 

The WRABA Newsletter is composed and   writ-

ten by the editor except as indicated.  Material 

may be reprinted except as noted, with proper 

credit given. WRABA, its officers, demonstrators, 

writers, editor and members specifically disclaim 

any responsibility or liability for any damages or 

injuries as a result of the use of information pub-

lished in the WRABA News or demonstrated at 

conferences or at meetings. Every effort is made 

to insure the accuracy and safety of all the infor-

mation provided, but the use of any information 

published herein is solely at the userôs own risk. 

Editor  

Jeffrey Nau 

4922 Treeline Dr. 

Brunswick Hills, Ohio 44212 

jeffrey@naufamily.net 

216-409-6291 

(evenings & weekends) 

Deadline for articles to be put in the  

newsletter: Sept. 15th, Dec. 15th, (these dates 

are in the month prior to the issue coming out 

on the 1st) 
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Presidentõs Letter July 2011 

 

   We just finished up with the conference; those who attended had a great time. Those who 

missed sure missed a lot. Brain Brazeal worked way after hours, often not quitting until dark. 

Many members were asked what they thought of the demonstration, some of the comments 

were: 

Learned enough in the first half hour to make it worth the price of admission. 

Learned a lot that I had never heard before. 

Lots of different techniques that I had never seen before, but they made a lot of sense. 

 

I felt guilty that Brain was working long after his scheduled end time, but he seemed to love 

passing on information, and didnôt mind at all. 

 

   Our thanks go out to Roy Troutman and Bruce Woodward who helped spread the word and 

recruit help. No one seems to step up on there own, but when asked to help they do so  

immediately.  Thanks to all who helped make this a success. We had one group that was on 

their way to Touchstone, but as Brain kept on demonstrating they waited and waited and didnôt 

leave until dark. I know I learned a lot, Roy was the one who suggested Brain and he made a 

great choice. 

 

We made about $700 on the conference, but this wouldnôt have been the case if the auction 

was not the success it was. The auction brought in over $900. We try to keep the entrance fee 

reasonable and just cover expenses, I know a few thought it was way too much, but good   

demonstrators cost a lot. Brain didnôt get rich on this demonstration he was paid $1200 and       

consumed 5 days.  Must be about $5 per hour.   Well let us know if you want to continue with 

quality demonstrators or not. The conferences are a lot of work. The sad part is that more of 

our members donôt participate, and we get few from other areas. Give it your support or let us 

know that you donôt want them at all. 

 

Remember that our Hammer-Ins are held the second Saturday of the month at Burtonôs  

Century Village. These are hands on events so bring your hammer. We are doing hinges at the 

July event, Nail headers and punches were done at the past ones. Come on out. Itôs hot but fun 

was had by all, bring the dish to pass and iron in the hat item. We are also having our annual 

event at Ky Greenôs place on route 60 south of Vermillion. This is a joint meeting with the 

NOB group. This was started by Bill Hahn and a lot of fun. Ky has kept it going. Bring a dish 

to pass and item for iron in the hat. The date is July 16th. See you there. 

 

 

Happy Hammering,    Ralph 
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July Hands-On 
Saturday 9th      9:00 AM  

Burton Century Village 

14653 East Park Street 

Burton, Ohio 44021 

Pot-luck lunch 

July Joint Hammer-In and Picnic with NOB 
Saturday 16th    9:00 AM 

Ky  Green 

5115 State Rt 60 

Wakeman, OH  44889      

August Nature Arts Festival 
6thñ7th   10:00 AMñ5:00 PM 

The West Woods Nature Center  

9465 Kinsman Road (Route 87) 

Russell & Newbury Twps. 

Hands-on demonstration of hinges. We will also be making them for the shop doors. 

Directions:  Now for the important part. MapQuest, Google, etc are incorrect by several miles. The situation is this. We have 

a Wakeman address, but do not go into Wakeman. We actually live in Vermillion township on Rt. 60.  

. 2 (90), get off at Rt. 60 (Vermillion exit) and head South (left) approx. 3 miles to my house. Iõm on the right (West) side.  

Coming from the East on 113, turn right (north onto Rt. 60 and go approx. 2.5 miles. Iõm on the left.  

If traveling on the Turnpike, youõll need to get off at the Baumhart road exit and go North to Rt. 2 or South to Rt. 113.  At this 

point you can head West on Rt. 60. Questions-Please call 440-967-6965 (H) or 440-935-5107 (C). 

Iron-in-the-hat 

Pot-luck lunch 

WRABA will have a demonstration booth and a sale booth. Items must be nature themed. There is an art  

competition you may enter. Contact Marc Yanko if you can volunteer or for more information. 

 

See http://www.geaugaparkdistrict.org/parks/westwoods.shtml  for more information on the West Woods Nature 

Center and directions. 

See http://reservations.geaugaparkdistrict.org/programs/index.shtml?id=5588&sid=75111.64384&uid= for more 

information on the Nature Arts Festival. 

August Hands-On Hammer-In and  

Raccoon County Music Festival 
Saturday August 13th 

Burton Century Village 

14653 East Park Street 

Burton, Ohio 44021 

July Antique Power and Steam Equipment Show 
29thñ31st  10:00 AMñ5 PM 

Burton Century Village 

14653 East Park Street 

Burton, Ohio 44021 

Contact Bob Temple if available to volunteer. 

Iron-in-the-hat 

Pot-luck lunch 

Hammer-In: 9:00 AMñNoon 

Raccoon Festival: Noonñ8:00 PM 

http://www.geaugaparkdistrict.org/parks/westwoods.shtml
http://reservations.geaugaparkdistrict.org/programs/index.shtml?id=5588&sid=75111.64384&uid=
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August WRABA Family Picnic  
Saturday 20th 10:00 AMñ2:00 PM   

Art Wolfe  

12090 Caves Rd. 

Chesterland, Ohio 44026-2104  

440-729-0777 
artjudywolfe@sbcglobal.net 

September Hands-On Hammer-In 
Saturday 10th 9:00 AM 

Burton Century Village 

14653 East Park Street 

Burton, Ohio 44021 

Bring side dishes and deserts. Art will provide the hot 

dogs, burgers, and drinks. 

Jason Nass will be demonstrating hands-on forge welding. And pattern welding if time allows. 

Pot-luck lunch 

September SOFA Conference 

23rdñ25th 

Miami County Fairgrounds  

Troy, Ohio just north of Dayton 

This years theme will be "Tools and Tooling". Bring and display your best tools whether its a set of 

punches, pair of tongs, or power hammer tooling for your special result. Nearly every blacksmith has 

made many of the tools they work with and the quality of their finished projects is often reflected by the 

quality of those tools. Many of the the tools that are made by blacksmiths are for applications other than 

blacksmithing and are as unique as the smith who made them. 

See www.sofablacksmiths.com for registration & info. 

October Hammer-In 

Saturday 15th      9:00 AM  

Bill Rickard 

1037 Riverside Rd. 

Painsville, Ohio 44077 

440-477-4490 

Iron-in-the-hat 

Pot-luck lunch 

Check the website for updates. 

October Apple Butter Festival 
 8thñ9th  10:00 AMñ5:00 PM 

Burton Century Village 

14653 East Park Street 

Burton, Ohio 44021 

December Holiday Party 

Saturday 15th      1:00ñ5:00 PM 
Pot-luck lunch 

Gift to Exchange 

Burton Century Village 

14653 East Park Street 

Burton, Ohio 44021 

mailto:artjudywolfe@sbcglobal.net
http://www.sofablacksmiths.com
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Don Pfaffôs 

Grill Buddy 

Deluxe that 

was auctioned 

off at the  

conference. 

Don Pfaffôs Grill Buddy that became    

instantly popular at his April Hammer-In 

April Hammer -In at Don Pfaffôs 

Bending jig using  

interchangeable sockets 

Don Pfaffôs demoôed minerôs knife 
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May Hammer -In at Brad Weberôs 

John Steele 

Horse shoe nail crosses demoed by  

Mark Millhoff Jr. 

Buttons demoed by Chris Holt 
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WRABA 2011 Conference  

Brian Brazeal our Demonstrator 

for our three day conference  

Brian Brazeal with Bob Parks striking 

Brianôs dial-a-hole hardy at the top 

with his other tools. Notice his 

curved hardy edge with a taper on 

its stem. His chisels have a  

diamond shape on the end 


